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SUBJECT: STRAUSS LASHES BACK AT HELMUT SCHMIDT 

1 . INTRO AND SUMMARY. CSU CHAIRMAN FRANZ JOSEF STRAUSS 
HAS RESPONDED SHARPLY TO FRG CHANCELLOR HELMUT SCHMIDT'S 
RECENT ASSERTION THAT HE IS FED UP WITH STRAUSS TRAVELLING 
AROUND ABROAD ENGAGING IN THE "FAITH-HEALING" OF 
DICTATORSHIPS. ALTHOUGH STRAUSS' ATTACK ON SCHMIDT IS 
UNLIKELY TO HAVE ANY APPRECIABLE EFFECT ON STRAUSS' 
STANDING WITH CSU VOTERS HERE, IT IS LIKELY TO REINFORCE 
CONVICTION OF THOSE GERMANS WHO PERCEIVE STRAUSS AS AN 
EXTREME RIGHTIST. END SUMMARY. 

2. IN LEAD ARTICLE OF DECEMBER 3 (SIC) ISSUE OF CSU 

ORGAN "BAYERN KURIER," WHICH IS ENTITLED "WHAT WE ARE FED 
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UP WITH, MR. SCHMIDT," STRAUSS CHARACTERIZES SCHMIDT AS A 
COWBOY "WHO SHOOTS FROM THE HIP . . . BUT PAST THE TARGET." 
SCHMIDT IS ALSO PORTRAYED AS A PERSON WHO HAS AS MUCH 
RIGHT TO TEACH THE ART OF POLITICAL STYLE AS A NIGHT CLUB 
OWNER HAS TO PREACH ABOUT VIRTUE. ARTICLE GOES ON TO 
ENUMERATE FIVE INSTANCES IN PAST TWO DECADES IN WHICH 
SCHMIDT ALLEGEDLY "SHOT FROM THE HIP." 
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3. STRAUSS CONTRASTS HIS OWN PUBLIC CALL FOR THE 
REESTABLISHMENT FOR PARLIAMENTARY DEMOCRACY AND FULL 
RESPECT FOR HUMAN RIGHTS IN CHILE WITH THE ALLEGED 
FAILURE OF SPD "PILGRIMS TO EASTERN COUNTRIES'" TO EXPOUND 
THESE SAME PRINCIPLES THERE. 

4. STRAUSS TAKES PARTICULAR EXCEPTION TO SCHMIDT’S 
REACTION TO CRITICISM OF HIS SPD/FDP GOVERNMENT. STRAUSS 
CHARACTERIZES SCHMIDT'S REACTION AS A MIXTURE OF 
DISGUSTING ARROGANCE, THE STYLE OF A HIGH-RANKING 
HITLER YOUTH LEADER AND MILITARY AFFECTATIONS. STRAUSS 
LABELS THIS TYPE OF THINKING ON THE PART OF SCHMIDT AS 
AUTHORITARIAN, OVERBEARING AND CHARACTERIZED BY A 
SHOCKING LACK OF DEMOCRATIC SUBSTANCE. 

5. ARTICLE WINDS UP WITH ASSERTION THAT IT IS TOO BAD 
FOR SCHMIDT THAT HE HAS MISSED HIS HISTORIC OPPORTUNITY 
AND, DESPITE OCCASIONAL ATTEMPTS TO ACT TO CONTRARY, HAS 
MADE HIS ABLE SERVICES AVAILABLE TO MARXIST 
REVOLUTIONARIES. 

6. COMMENT. STRAUSS" ARTICLE CONTAINS BY FAR THE 
HARSHEST RHETORIC HE HAS DIRECTED AT HELMUT SCHMIDT IN 
RECENT YEARS. IN PAST, STRAUSS HAS TREATED SCHMIDT WITH 
FAR MORE RESTRAINT THAN HE HAS OTHER SPD LEADERS LIKE 
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WILLY BRANDT AND EGON BAHR. 

7. ALTHOUGH THE KIND OF RHETORIC STRAUSS HAS USED 
THIS ARTICLE IS LIKELY TO REINFORCE THE CONVICTION OF 
THOSE GERMANS WHO FEEL STRAUSS IS AN EXTREME RIGHTIST 
WHO HAS NO BRAKES, IT IS UNLIKELY TO EFFECT STRAUSS' 
STANDING WITH CSU VOTERS IN BAVARIA. GILMORE 
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